
Remember!
Get your raffle tickets 
when you come into 
the meeting

November Challenge
Anything you’ve done using 
Cole jaws, reverse turning,  

or vacuum chuck

November Demo
 

Spindle Turning by
David Bartlett

Woodchips - 2014 
OCTOBER

This was a first - we had exactly one person 
participate in the challenge this month.  Jay 
Hansen brought in a Christmas ornament he 
made as a result of seeing Ed Jaszczak’s 
demonstration last month on turning 
segmented ornaments.  Jay also was the 

recipient of the 

Mike Thomas, our VP, handled the meeting particulars as Larry Dice was 
out of town.  He reminded members of the Auction on 11/1/14 - need 
woodturner items and help setting up on 10/30.  Dixie Biggs coming 11/8 
and 9 to demonstrate surface decoration.  She’s one of the best - make 
your reservation early.                    Dick Woodhouse said that we have 14
                                                       artists and 44 pieces in the show at the
                                                       Tomahawk Center - go see it.                  

THE CHALLENGE

SHOW AND TELL

I am sorry Jerry 
McMaster.  He 
brought in a threaded 
acorn box using 
techniques he learned 
in Anthony Harris’s 
threading class

Ben Hayes also took 
the class “One of the 
most frustrating 
classes - I need to 
practice a lot.”  But 
he made a threaded 
box.

Finished earlier in 
the day. Rick 
Bywater brought it 
to show how he 
uses the vacuum 
chuck to finish the 
piece.

Two pieces.  And, 
Mike Erickson 
brought his first 
attempt at dyeing - 
mildly successful



Another threading 
student,  Sue 
Bergstrand needed two 
hands to loosen it but it 
worked better after she 
waxed the threads.

Kris Coyan said started this 6-9 
month ago, all the pawns are a 
little different but it was great 
practice is trying to make 
identical items.  His father-in-law 
made the board.  Kris burned 
the boarder.

First time these pieces have seen 
the light of day.  Richard Davis 
turned these from a root system 
and the wood has some fantastic 
characteristics.

THE DEMONSTRATION
This month’s demonstration was provided by Mike Thomas and Rick Bywater.  Mike demonstrated a 
replacement for the cole Jaws and Rick discussed how to use a vacuum chuck.  The idea for the demo 
came out of the idea that thee are a number of tools in our shop that members seem not to know how 

to use.  So…there may be more demos on some of our tools and gadgets.

Mike first saw these at Dale Larson’s demonstration here earlier this year.  
Thought that they were a good idea.  he went and found the article that Dale 
referenced - Woodturning Design Magazine Summer of 2006 - got a number of 
other back issues as well.   
Then he sent in a subscription for two years where upon the publisher declared 
bankruptcy.  

Dale likes to use Big Leaf Maple as it is the softest of the hard woods that he likes 
to use.  Mike tried to get some - no luck - so he used furniture grade Douglas Fur.  
Use 2 X 6’s and make sure the grain runs across each section.  Mike used a 
Nova scroll chuck with cole jaws and this is a dedicated tool for him.  The turning 
speed is about 500 rpm.
       You can cut any sizes you want into the wood to either compress or expand 
into the pieces that you are turning.

He uses the tail stock to assist in centering.  If you are turning a delicate bowl, be cautious about the 
pressure you apply for holding as the jaws could crack the bowl.  The edges of the groove cut into 
the wood are angled at about 1-2 degrees.  After secure, finish the bottom and you are done.



Please  suppor t  those  who suppor t  u s .
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Rick like to keep things simple and likes to work fast and, for him, the vacuum 
chuck is perfect.  He said that the vacuum chuck is probably his 6th most valuable 
tool in his show.  He uses it all the time.  
     He did this demonstration showing how to use the vacuum chuck that we have 
in our KCWT shop.  He demonstrated on the Powermatic.
     Parts can be obtained in lots of places and you can make your own or you can 
buy one already made.  

You might need to use 
some tape of the bowl has 
some leaks because of 
inclusions or it’s thin.  The 
tape helps set up and 
sustain the vacuum to that 
finishing can ba done.

You can make chucks from 
wood but they need to be 
sealed and sprayed with 
urethane.  He uses a chuck 
with an adaptor on the tail 
stock to center the piece on 
the vacuum chuck.

Chucks can be 
made from PVC 
and the seal is 
made from as 
rubber floor mat.  
He uses 5 min 
epoxy to glue.

mailto:pres@kcwoodturners.org
mailto:treas@kcwoodturners.org
mailto:editor@kcwoodturners.org
mailto:pres@kcwoodturners.org
mailto:treas@kcwoodturners.org
mailto:editor@kcwoodturners.org


This is our biggest and most important money raising event of the year.  
Bring yourself but, more importantly, bring a friend or two or three.  Heck, 
bring your whole neighborhood - especially anyone who likes tools, a lot.  

BE HERE AND SUPPORT KCWT



If you have been thinking about a vacuum chuck, (especially since our last meeting) 
you might consider looking at this.  The maker was demonstrating at the AAW 
Symposium.  It seemed to be very effective.  





A traveler in China sent in a 
few pictures he took in the 
Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous 
Region in NW China.    He is a 
Uyghur (pronounced like we-
ger) who is a professional 
turner.  He doesn’t look like 
most Chinese we are familiar 
with as there has been a lot of 
mixing with the Mongols.
     He makes a living for 
himself and his family by 
turning a variety of items - 
mostly bowls and pillows, 
which he has on the lathe in 
these pictures.  The bowls sell 
for about $15.00.

The head stock is powered by a motor.  It has a very interesting tail stock - pressure being applied by a 
variety of various lengths of pipe.  Wonder what he’d think of a Powermatic, Delta, Jet, or OneWay?  

Like rule number one says - “It’s never the tool.”



Tomahawk Community Center
11902 Lowell
Overland Park, KS 66213
Take Metcalf South to 119th and turn right.  It is on the left about 3/4 
of a mile West.

If you want to know whose pieces these are, go to the center.



Reserve your spot early.  She is one of the best in the country at surface decorating.  Her 
demonstrations are interesting, informative, and entertaining.  You really don’t want to miss this 

demonstration.  Bring anyone you know who is interested in art, decoration, woodturning, carving, 
woodworking decoration.  She is truly amazing.


