WOODCHIPS

2017

December
January Challenge:
Something that you are
particularly proud of
turning in 2017

Check out the silent auction
Follow KCWT on Facebook

we

January Demo
Anthony Harris will be
making a platter

On December 11th we held our regular monthly meeting which turned into an end of the year summary of
KCWT activities, the presentation of awards, and a Wonderfull party. The food was just fantastic and, as
usual, the variety was extensive, most of it consumed, and highly appreciated. The evening ended with
the annual non-competitive three team turning extravaganza

Mike Thomas, our President, started things off with his report (see
Presidents message below) and acted as the master of ceremonies.
He got right away to the most important part of the evening -

You better get some of my BBQ
meatballs now cause they tend to not
last very long.

Greg Hathaway, who is also
a member of the
Woodworkers and very
talented with the scroll saw,
made this for KCWT and
gave it to us on Saturday
12/9/17. You can see it in
one of the display cases
when you come in.

President’s Message
We have a tremendous organization and the reason we do is because of the membership, the dedication
of the members to participate in the activities of KCWT, and the participation in The Challenges and Show
and Tell. Following are some numbers but they don’t tell the whole story. The story is the friendships we
initiate, the help we give new turners, the kibitzing we do over our projects, and the fun we have. Some
little known facts about woodturning are that it is good for molds, colds, fits, freckles, dimples, pimples
and it makes childbirth a pleasure (just ask Julie). In addition it assists greatly in staving off the onset of
anything bad.

Outside Activities for 2017
•

•
•
•

The Anita B. Gorman Conservation Discovery Center – Art Display and Urban Woodsman
Event , Kansas City, MO - January, 2017.
The Kansas City Woodworking Show, Kemper Arena, Kansas City, MO - January 20 – 22,
2017
Art at the Center, A National Juried Exhibition, Tomahawk Ridge Community Center, Overland
Park, KS April 1 – June 12, 2017.
American Association of Woodturners 31st Annual International Symposium, Kansas
City Convention Center, Kansas City, MO - June 22 – 25, 2017.

These events all require a lot of help from the members of KCWT and we got the help we needed. Of
course, the biggest event was the Symposium and I again want to thank all those who participated
because it would not have been the success it was without you.
We began the year with 170 members and now have 172, a record high but only 1.2% growth. New
members came in through our website, Classes, KCWG, and outside events such as the Woodworking
Show, Symposium and the Irish Fest. We also got members from friends and family inviting people to
join (the most effective way).
•

More than 87 members (versus 77 last year) participated in supporting KCWT activities by helping
with outside events, demos, and showing work during the Challenge and Show and Tell, taking
classes and attending Open Shop.
–

36 (21%) participated at least once in Challenges

–

48 (28%) shared in Show and Tell

–

51 (29%) have joined AAW

•

Club Equity-$48,860, - 1.1%, essentially flat.

•

Cash in the bank - $11,035, - 33% due to timing

•

Total Income - $22,916, +3.3% due to -Raffle vs auction, -Class Fees, -Contributions & +Dues.

•

Total Expenses $22,747, +18% due to +Demos, +Tools, +Rent & +Symposium.

•

Net Income $169, -94% down due to flat revenue and increased expenses.

Goals for 2018
•
•
•
•
•

Club Membership - +10% to 190 in 2018 by increasing exposure.
AAW Membership - +10% to 56 – thru Dues Discount and value in resources such as Tips,
FUNdamentals, Video Source, Explore, etc.
Challenge Participation - +20% to 40 Members at least once. Commit now to be an Iron
Turner next year!
Show & Tell Participation - +20% to 50 Members who will share what they made at least
once next year so we can all learn!
Financial Solvency - Increase Total Equity thru sound management of assets, growing
sales (memberships, classes, demos, sales, etc.) and controlling expenses.

KCWT is active, solvent, and growing but we can do better. The reason for goals is so we continue to
grow. Growing means getting better. To get a few more members will be great but to serve more of the
members we currently have will be even greater. If you have ideas about how we can do that please let
the Board Members know. We all have phones and emails. We want you ALL to be part of the activities
of KCWT.

Some interesting facts about Christmas
#1. The image of Santa Claus flying his sleigh began in 1819 and was created by
Washington Irving, the same author who dreamt up the Headless Horseman.
#2. America’s first batch of eggnog was made in the Jamestown settlement in 1607.
Its name comes from the word “grog”, meaning any drink made with rum. Non-alcoholic
eggnog is popular as well.
#3. In 1914 during World War I there was a now famous Christmas truce in the
trenches between the British and the Germans. They exchanged gifts across a neutral no
man’s land, played football together, and decorated their shelters. Listen to John
McCutcheon’s song “Christmas in the Trenches.)
#4. In Dublin in 1742 the Christmas oratorio, “The Messiah”, by George Frederick Handle
#5. Hallmark introduced their first Christmas cards in 1915.
#6. Our modern day Santa Claus has to travel at more than the speed of light to deliver
gifts to all the kids in the world and he would have 31 hours (considering all the times zones)
on the Christmas day to get his favorite job done.

LEGEND - is a person who is a complete standout from others. This
award includes all the items in the Hall of Fame Award and this individual
has gone above and beyond those criteria. Their picture will be displayed
in the shop and their name will be on a a plaque in the shop. They will
receive lifetime membership in KCWT.
This years recipient is

Don Gruis

HALL OF FAME
This is a recognition award for a member who meets the following criteria:
one who has given a lot to KCWT in terms of time and energy
is a very accomplished turner as judged by the members of The Board
has been a member of KCWT for “X “ number of years
has done demonstrations
participated in Challenges
participated in Show and Tell
has functioned in an official capacity with KCWT
willingly shares their talent and expertise with other members
is voted on by The Board
Their name is on a a plaque in the shop. They also receive a special name tag.
Those receiving the award this year are:

Mike Erickson, Stuart Shanker, Jim Lambe, Virgil Boyd

MOST IMPROVED TURNER - Almost every year there is someone who sarts
turning with few skills. They take instruction well, ask questions, encourage
others to assist them in developing skills, demonstraste and excitement in
turning, and develop those skills to a significant degree.
This year that person is:

Aron Crittendon

IRON TURNER AWARD - This is a participation award for participating in most of the challenge for 11 months of
the year - not Christmas - January through November. The award will consist of a sticker to their name tag that
will say “IT and the year.” These are individuals who push themselves to try different and challenging skills all
year long.
This year they are:

Ed Jasczcak, David Blair, Sue Bergstrand, Mike Thomas, and Kris Coyan

THE NON-COMPETITIVE THREE TEAM TURNING CHALLENGE
Many of the competitors thought that the item to be turned was going to be a Christmas Tree. NO - No. In
many reality shows there is something that is thrown in at that surprises everyone and tonight was no different.
They had to turn a bell and decorate it. There were three teams and each team member had two minutes to
turn. They were given time to discuss their strategy and then the timer, Howard Russell, said “Gentlemen start
your lathes” and the turning began. Teams one and three had some difficulty keeping their wood on the lathe.
TEAM 1

TEAM 2

TEAM 3

A couple ideas for Christmas Gifts - (1) encourage someone to pay your dues to KCWT remember it is a family membership for only $60.00 for the year. (2) See below regarding the AAW or
make sure you renew your AAW membership and someone can give it to you as a gift.

Symposium Demonstrators

Discover
Woodturning

Woodturning
FUNdamentals

is an online learning experience
that introduces the art and craft
of woodturning to visitors.
Discover Woodturning enables
the general public to learn
about woodturning, its origins,

is a members-only web-based
learning portal for building
strong woodturning skills and
essential techniques. Designed
for new turners, it complements
the Woodturning FUNdamentals

I don’t know about you, but the most precious Christmas gifts I
ever received were from my children. They were crooked
Christmas cards with wiggly letters and glue showing. It was
the plaster cast of a hand print. It was the macaroni glued up
Christmas ornament that still adorns the Christmas tree 35
years later.
They are special because they were made by my children,
sure, but they are special because they were made with love,
with a desire to demonstrate that love, and with desires to
surprise and delight. Nothing against our local card maker but
I was disappointed when my children discovered Hallmark.
That business couldn’t come close to the creativity and
wonderful sentiments expressed in those still enjoyed cards
and ornaments.
The opportunity we have as woodturners is to surprise and
delight and to make gifts that will be treasured for years. When
we make a gift for another we put a bit of ourselves into it and
the appreciation is demonstrated by the smile, the hug, the use
of the turned piece; the delight expressed in the receipt of the
gift.
Happy turning.

Learn-To-Turn
Keith Gotschall
Kip Christensen
Eric Lofstrom
Ed Pretty
Rick Rich
Segmenting Techniques
Tom Lohman
Wayne Miller
Ornamental Turning
Jon Magill
Penturning Tips and Techniques
Mark Dreyer
Ray Wright
Vessels and Hollow Forms
Dan Tilden
Kai Muenzer
Stephen Hatcher
Cindy Drozda
Marilyn Campbell
Karen Freitas
Embellishing and Finishing
Lauren Zenreich
Hans Weissflog
Mike Peace
Donna Zils Banfield
Eli Avisera
Jay Shepard
Graeme Priddle
Stephen Hatcher
Boxes and Lids
Al Stirt
Guilio Marcolongo
Cindy Drozda
Mark Baker
Sculpture and Inspiration
Jeff Chelf
Kristin LeVier
Turning for Furniture
Kai Muenzer
Rick Rich

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all
KCWT members and their families.

During the coming Christmas season
and the New Year
May you be blessed with the spirit of
the season, which is peace,
The gladness of the season which is
hope,
And the heart of the season, which is
love.
Your KCWT Board

Kansas City Woodturners Board
President
Mike Thomas
816-835-0900
pres@KCWoodturners.org

V. President
Jack Karstens
913-897-4301
vp@KCWoodturners.org

Secretary
Shaun Q. McMahon
913-908-0245
editor@KCWoodturners.org

Treasurer
Kevin Neelley
913-424-5691
tres@KCWoodturners.org

At Large Board Members
Mike Erickson
913-829-6534

Kris Coyan
913-579-9152

Sue Bergstrand
816-363-5465

Anthony Harris
913-648-2027

Please support those who support us.

